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Dear Dr. Bietcher: 

Thank you for your letter of 3 February 
concerning the examination of the Kennedy autopsy ma- 
terial. 



My sons and I have additional articles on 
the ballistics of the matter which are in press, but will 
not appear in the Bulletin of the New York Academy of Me- 
dicine until April, unfortunately. I will send you a re- 
print when available^ I also hope to write up the pre- 
sent matter as soon as possible. 

In answer to your question about whether the 
angles of the bullets through the President and through the 
Governor appeared to be the same, I can assure you that they 
did. Like yourself, I was in some doubt as/the actual angle 
through the President's neck, as depicted in the unofficial 
drawings, which were made entirely by hearsay. It is not 
possible to measure photographs the way one would measure 
the body, so I cannot answer your question about the exact 
angle of declination but can only tell you that it looked 
to the eye to be of the same order of magnitude. The dis- 
cussions in the text of the Warren Commission Report are 
infinitely more detailed and more analytical than the 
draxvings. Unfortunately, the graphic presentations always 
attract the most attention and, like yourself, I was some- 
what in doubt, because of this discrepancy in the drawings. 

The wound on the back of the neck which I de- 
scribed was certainly the one 14 cm. below the right mastoid 
process and 14 cm. medial to the tip of the acromion process. 
Again, one cannot measure photographs which are not lifesize, 
but I saw no reason to disagree with the measurements taken 
by Commander Hvimes. 

With regard to the exit hole in the front of 
the neck, it had been cut across by an incision 6.5 cm. 
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long, which was gaping open about 1.5 cm. This is the 
hole through which they introduced the tracheostomy 
tube when they were trying to resuscitate him at Dallas. 
There was no sign of any circumferential bruise around 
this area and Dr. Perry, the Dallas surgeon who made the 
incision to insert the tube, cut directly through the 
bullet hole and commented that there appeared to be 
very little bruise around it. Ordinarily, the bullet 
coming out through the skin might very well stretch 
the skin ahead of it before it went through, and cause 
a bruise or ecchymosis, under the skin. The fact that 
none was seen by Dr. Perry might be accounted for by 
the fact that the band of his collar held the skin in 
place and did not permit it to stretch with the bullet, 
but rather permitted the bullet to come out through a 
clean hole in the supported skin. This is only conjecture 
but it is certainly true that the collar band of the shirt 
supported the area of exit. 

In answerto your question about the head 
wound, there was an obvious small wound of entrance on 
the back of the head, considerable higher than shown in 
the diagrams but clearly a wound of entrance because of 
the cone-shaped configuration of the bullet hole in the 
back of the skull. The exit wound was tremendous, approxi 
mately 5 inches in length, with a loss of skull and scalp 
over the upper right side of the head. This wound and the 
fracture lines in the skull were infinitely greater than 
those shown in the schematic diagrams which '^^^^again made 
from hearsay evidence. All of the bullet fragments were 
limited to the right side of the head and were in a confi- 
guration in accord with a bullet going fom^’ard, and in no 
other direction. There were no bullet fragments in the 
left side of the brain, whatsoever, I looked hard for the 
possibility of a second bullet hole in the head, and could 
find none. As you know, frame 313 of the Zap ruder movie 
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shows the fragments of the skull going forward out of 
President Kennedy's head without any doubt, at the mo- 
ment of impact of the head wound. 

With regard to your question about under- 
cover operations, etc., this was only my own characteri- 
zation of the circumstances under which both actions 
occurred, one with the intelligence activities of the 
Confederacy and the other the intelligency activities 
surrounding the Cuban crisis. 

I am happy to report that I do not know 
the Kennedy family, do not know Mr. Burke Marshall and 
was totally surprised to discover that I was the only 
one authorized to view the materials. I can only assume 
that my publications on the Lincoln and Kennedy matters, 
involving actual research, might have influenced Mr. 
Marshall in my favor, rather than those who have done 
no actual experimentation and have done their "research" 
while sitting on the seats of their pants. 

When I get this written up will certainly 
send you a reprint, and I would also appreciate a copy 
of your article, when you put it out. 

Our reprint stores are being rapidly de- 
pleted at the moment, but anything I can provide you 
on Lincoln or Kennedy, I will be glad to send. 

Warmest regards. 



Sincerely, 






r 

John K. Lattimer, M. D. ,Sc.D, 
Professor and Chairman, 
Department of Urology 
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